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Within days of his arrest, he was classified as a "High Interest" case and was moved to the MDC in New York
Moving to the United States
Nabil, a successful developer in Palestine, explained his reasons for coming to the United States:
I moved from Palestine because of the killing of Palestinians and Israelis and not because I wanted to make more money. Back home in Bethlehem, I used to make much more, and I had two new cars and a big house. My business was building houses and developing land for different companies, and 27 contractors worked for me. In spite of my success, I came to the U.S. because I wanted to raise my kids in a peaceful country. I wanted to live in a place where people never asked me for ID or stopped and searched me in the streets. I didn't want to live in a place where I saw blood and heard things like, "The Jewish people took the Palestinians' country. The Jewish people live in my country." These are not my sentiments. The Jewish people are there to stay, and we have to live with that.
Given my financial situation, I could've moved to any country in the world, but I thought about the United States. Within five minutes of showing the consulate my papers, I got my visa. First, I came for a 20-day visit. I figured out that the country is good, that I could do something here, so I went back and told my wife that we should move to the U.S. "Are you crazy?" she said. "We cannot go to that country. We don't speak their language. We don't know anybody there." "We are going," I said. "I am not staying here. If you want to come with me, you can come. If you don't want to come with me, then just tell me."
"No, I go with you wherever you go." When we went to the interview, she was nine months pregnant. We got the visa, and four days after we arrived in Philadelphia, the baby was born. I came
